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Jnit Outline & Lesson Plans
for Easy Planning

Sample Unit Outline Unit Preparation

Here is a sample unit calendar that you can use as a guide during the unit.
Your unit may differ depending on your own schedule and which journal Pages to Copy:
version you choose to use (the older one is slightly different). Have students 5

Habitats Cards: These will be put in a basket and drawn out by the
focus on 1-2 questions per day in their journals as you see fit.

students to assign each pair of students a habitat. Seven habitats are
M T w Th F are included with a picture of each one.
Parent Letter: This letter will be sent home on the first day of the unit. It

Assign Using Table of | Using Titles | Studentsput = What do | will inform parents on the unit and ask them to send their student to
partners Contentsand | and Headings together already school with informational texts about animals and habitats. It will also
Index Lesson Lesson journals know about inform them about the Habitats Fair.
Draw ein e my habitat? Habitats Fair Invitation: This is an invitation that will be sent home with
habitats ,m’e,,?e, f;, c,,dlb,;"& u:/:;’;w 's:tudems at the end of the unit to invite their parents to the Habitats
Research Reliable air.
Send parent Lesson Solijces ] AXtfestiaes Table of Contents & Index Worksheet: To be used with the Table of
letter Online Lesson Contents & Index Mini Lesson.
Other Text Features Worksheet:

- - - To be used with the Other Text Features
What does = Whatisthe = Where in What are What Mini Lesson.
my habitat  weather like  the world some animals live for h
look like? inmy canlfind  landforms in in my
habitat? my habitat? my habitat? habitat?

Ii To be used with the Using
the Internet for Research Mini Lesson.

indil I I ; To be used with the
Finding Credible & Reliable Sources and Citing the Source Mini Lesson.
My Habitat & Animal Research Journal: Each student will need a copy of
this journal There is a half-page option that will need to be cut and
stapled in order, or a full-page option that will need to be stapled in
order.

Favorite Catch up Assign Whatdo| = What does

Thing About day animals already my animal

My Habitat know about look like?

OV EEnE Texts for and Habi

While parents will be asked to send their students with assigned books,
What does ~ Where does How does What does Favorite not all students may bring them. Ensure that the students have access

myanimal  myanimal =~ myanimal = myanimal Thing About to books about animals and habitats. If you'd like to encourage students

like to eat? live? fit in the like todo? My animal to bring books, you may give them an incentive for doing so!
food chain?

Shoe Boxes for Terrarium:

+ For the final project, the students will need one shoe box for every 2
students. Encourage students to bring shoeboxes from home. However,
if you notice there are not enough, make sure you track down enough
boxes!

Report work Report & Report & Report & Present to
day terrarium terrarium terrarium class
work day work day work day
Habitats
Fair

© WifeTeacherMommy.com, All Rights Reserved © WifeTeacherMommy.com, All Rights Reserved

The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Parent Letter and Invitation
to Keep Parents Involved

Dear Parent/Guardian,

|s pr sible, pl nd
td nt with a book about this hbttTh

texts available for your stude tt

shoe box. We will need one shoe box for every 2
students. If you have any shoe boxes we can use,
please send them to school by

at our Habitat Fair on

Please let me know if you have
any questions!

We are starting a new unit about habitats and
animaLsA Students will begin researching an assigned
habitat using informational text. You hld habitat

b k ould be from the public libra ryth scho l
lb ry or from home. We W|llbg gth e texts

If you nable t hlp
th mﬁ d a book, we W|ll make he still

After students have finished their research, the
students will create a terrarium of their habitat in a

. We will be displaying these

YOU RE INVITED!

vited to HbttsF rl Students will be
howca gth rownt ariums of fth h bitat
eated using their hlfrmat s below!
Date:
Location:
Time:

Details:

We Hope
to See You

We have included a letter to parents and a Habitats
Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and guardians
involved and informed. You can type the dates and your name
right into the letter.
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Name-

Using the Table of
Contents and Index

Fillin the frmal about the Tal
and the In d n the bo 's below.

Rese

dJ

ble of Contents

Ta ble of Contents

All About Bats

Examlne the

Informatlonal Text

Bat Food

Bat Babies

Name:
Using the Internet for

Research

Practice comin g up with keywords for the following
reseavhqs! 's. Remember: be specific! Think about

what it is you'd want to know if you were researchin

1. What is the state of Florida like?

Using the Table of
Contents and Index

o i the Index in the boxes below.

Fillin the information about the Table of Contents and

he Table of Contents is found at the

of the book.

The Table of Contents is

long.

It is used to

he Index is found at the

of the book.

The Index is

long.

re are the world's ecosystems?

It is used to

Using the Tabl.e of
Contents & Index

The table of contents and index are both tools that you
wlLli'd 'rm tional te) W a below
wher belgihv Dgam

ntert®
co™™™ = —_Ing,
.‘g\s\i“" g e e

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project
in a simple easy to understand way.
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Habitat @aﬁd s to Randomly
Assign a I abm’m to Ea gh
Student

/;‘desert grassland

rainforest _ tundra
L TN N
s el ,:‘ °
; N el ) )RS
. = =7
. P X

wetland ;
) = -

We have selected 7 habitats and have included cards
spotlighting each of them for you to print, cut, and mix in a
basket. Students will randomly choose which habitat they will
research.
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desert

Characteristics & Climate; There are two types of deserts -
hot and cold. Hot deserts have very hot summers and can
have warm winters. Cold deserts can also have hot
summers, but the winters are typically very cold. Few
animals and plants inhabit deserts. Most deserts are dry
with less than 10 inches of rainfall per year.

ions: The largest hot, dry desert is the Sahara Desert
in Northern Africa. The largest cold, dry desert is the
Antarctic Desert at the South Pole. Other deserts are found
throughout the world and cover about 20% of the Earth’s
land surface.

: mesa, butte, basin, dune, canyon, plateau, sand

dunes

cactus gila
wren  monster

grassland

Characteristics & Climate: Grasslands are wide areas of land
with low growing plants, such as wildflowers and grasses.
There are two types of grasslands - temperate and tropical
Temperate grasslands have hot summers and cold winters.
Tropical grasslands, also known as savannas, are typically
hot year-round. They are dry most of the year, but have a
wet, rainy season.
Locations: Temperate grasslands in North America are
known as prairies. Tropical grasslands cover nearly half of
Africa and are known as savannas. 25% of the Earth's land
surface is covered in grasslands.

plateau, butte, prairie rabbit

wildebees| deer
M mouse  earthworm

hedgehog
N eoge

big horn sheej

our S

forest

Characteristics & Climate; Two types of forests are taiga
and temperate. All forests have lots of trees and plant and
animal life. A taiga forest has cold, dry weather because of
its location - in the far Northern parts of the Earth. This
makes winters long and summers short. Evergreen, or
coniferous, trees grow in the taiga. A temperate forest has
all four seasons, all about equal in length. Both evergreen
and leafy (deciduous) trees grow in temperate forests.

ocations: The largest taiga forest covers most of Russia
and Siberia. Temperate forests cover much of the United
States and Asia. Forests cover 31% of the Earth’s land
surface,

mountain, hill. Lake, cave, pond, river, waterfall

a

ocean

Characteristics & Climate: Oceans are both deep and wide.
They help keep the Earth warm by carrying water around
the planet in currents. Coral reefs and kelp forests are
examples of habitat in the ocean. The average
temperature of the ocean is around 39 degrees Fahrenheit.
Oceans are rich in animal life, with about one million
species that live there.

Locations: The Earth is covered with five oceans: Pacific,
Atlantic, Indian, Antarctic, and Arctic.

Landforms bay, beach, island, ocean

octopus

-

tarantula

rainforest

Characteristics & Climate: Rainforests are located near the
equator, which gives them lots of rain to thrive. It receives
75 inches or more of rainfall each year. Because of all the
trees and plants, the rainforest provides us with 40% of the
world's oxygen.
: The largest rainforest is the Amazon and is in

South America. Rainforests only cover about 6% of the
Earth's land surface.

andforms: river, waterfall, mountain

. W
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tiger Q
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dart frog

liguana

tundra

Characteristics & Climate: Tundra are known for their cold,
dry climate and barren landscape. It is the coldest habitat
and has permafrost, a frozen layer of ground below top
soil. The harsh living environments make it difficult for
animals and plants to survive, so only those that have
adapted to the environment can live there.

jons: Tundra can be found in Northern parts of the
Earth, mostly in the Arctic Circle. It covers about 20% of
the Earth’s land surface.
Landforms glacier, mountain

tundra /{ X
swan

__ lemming
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owl
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squimel 5 “wolf
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musk ox MO gl

wetland

Characteristics & Climate; Wetland habitats contain both
land and water. Wetlands can be fresh water, salt water, or
somewhere in between, known as estuaries. The water
level in wetlands varies throughout the year and wetlands
help prevent land from flooding. Because wetlands are
located all over the Earth, climate varles and is dependent
on location.

Locations: Wetlands are located on every continent except
Antarctica. The Everglades swamp in Florida is an example
of a wetland

Landforms: river, delta, lake, pond

*’ crayfish e mosquito
\ -

duckweed dragonfly

y i p# bxuegiu‘d

land snail  water snail

@ turtle
cattails

blueberry
bush

leopard minnow
frog

f.) mallard
duck

We have created colorful, easy to understand posters to go along
with each of the habitats. These can be used to help students
think of keywords for their research or to help them with their

habitat terrariums.
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:»‘J/z,gje nd Full Sheet
- Researc hJ umf L!ag

What does the int a e
habitat look like? abitat are... MY HABITAT & ANIMAL

RESEARCH JOURNAL

What plants can be found in

the habitat? MY HABITAT &
ANIMAL

RESEARCH
JOURNAL

The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering habitats. We have
also included blank pages to create your own prompts.
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Terrarium & Habitat &
Animal Report Grading Rubric

You Will Need:
One shoe box for every 2 students
Colored paper 10 7
Markers
Any other craft items desired to create terrariums

The student | The student
answers most
bitat
questions in
thoroughly in | their journal
their journal. | They may be completed.

Terrarium Directions:

+ Students will create a terrarium of their habitat inside of a
shoebox. They will create their habitat and include their hey Lo
researched animal, as well as the surroundings of their habitat. ';h:zim‘ N::B";:;’;"
They should include living things (their animal and plants) as (it
well as non living things (landforms, rocks, water, etc)
They will use colored paper, markers, or whatever other

Habitat Research

Thestudent | Thestudent ~ Thestudent  The student
answers each | answers most as vagglirie
animal animal
question questionsin | questions in
thoroughlyin | their journal  their journal,
theirjournal | They may be
missing some

Habitat Terrarium s
Example T e Grading Rubric

about their habitat and one abc Thestudent | The student
The habitat paragraph will ans hasincluded | has included 10 7 5 0
i information some
from most Terrarium Terrarium Terrarium may  Terrarium Is.
pages of their includes at includes the t  very bare. Does
journal. They  journal They least 2 living 's not resemble
include all include most things habitat.
required required (including their
information.  information. animal) and at | living things. It
least 3 non- ‘somewhat
living things. It resembles
resembles habitat. May or may
habitat. not resemble
habitat.
The student The student The student The student
participated mostly had some
throughout participated problems with
the unit and throughout participation participation
the unit with and teamwo

An example of a habitat terrari
page.

bitat & Animal Report:

Animal Research

£
34
58
£
2

Participation &
Teamwork

Total Points: / 50 points

Notes:

Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned habitat and then create a habitat terrarium.
We have included an easy-to-follow grading rubric to make
assessments quick and easy.
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