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Using the Table of
Contents ang Index

he information about the Tablo of Contents
g 2"d the Index in the boxes below.
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Sample Unit Outline _ Fmdmg Credlble &
ot i iy it oo o oo o s e s i st ’| Reliable Sources Online

Your unit may difer depending on your own schedule and which journal
version you choose to use [the older one is sightly different) Mave student \ .
focus on 1-2 questions per day in their ournals as you see fit You Will Need: Understanding if the webs_ues you ﬁnq through a search
M T + USing the Intemet for Research Worksheet ¢ engine are credible and reliable is crucial online research.
« Acomputer or tablet that can be projected fon a screen or TV] for the . Use the tips below to help you ensure that the websites
Assign whole class 1o view 5 you use have good information that you can use for your
Ccint research.

Have students come 0 the foor el the ucdents thetyo we be showing them (
how 1 Use the intermet for reseast 8 Eacts vs Opinions When reading the information on a

mw ::g;:xv::::;v'“w';fw - “:‘?"X.‘::L‘.:" wa website, does the author provide only facts? If opinions
byt il e ot rachs A are included in the information on the website. it may
rce for informational research.
e okl e ed: Look for the website's copyright
tom of the webpage) or when it was

Finding Credible & Tt Unit Preparation Pelpodpamscraidcls

le historical facts may not change,

Reliable Sources Online Rk gl Pages to copy: St o blect sy Ldens oo

+ Life Ccle Card These will be put in a basket and drawn cut by the ical Errors: A professional website that

e i
students to assign each pair of students a Ufe cycle. These projects can
and Citing the Source oo b e o o o ning the reader about a topic wil be
000 picture of each one. H grammatical errors. If a website has a

4
4

M' H L o Parent Letter This letter will be sent home on the first day of the unit It
Inil Lesson will nform parents on the Ut and ask them o send thei student to
e o .

. school with informationsl texts about life cycles. it wil also inform them
You Will Need: J about the Life Cycle Faw.
+ Finding Credibie & Rellable Sources Online Worksheet e This is an invitation that will be sent home with
*  Acomputer or tablet that can be projected (on & screen or TV) for the students at the end of the unit to invite their parents to the Life Cycle

whole class to view Fair.

To be used with the Table of

Instructions: o Contents & Index Mini Lesson.
*+  Hand out the Finding Credible & Reliable Sources Online worksheet v s Other Text Features Worksheet To be used with the Other Text Features 2
« Discuss the contents of the worksheet with students. Each tip included Research Mini Lesson make money. The information on
on the worksheet will help students with their ontine research . o wsing the Internes for Bessarch Worksheet To be used with the Using not be reliable.
Tell students that including what sources they use for their research is the Intemet for Research Mini Lesson
Important to give credit to the author. (Depending on the grade level of Einding Credibie & Reliable Sources Workshees To be used with the
your class, you may choose how you'd Uke student to credit sources Finding Credible & Rellable Sources and Citing the Source Mini Lesson. -
differently) Each student will need a copy of this
Students are ot expected to credit sources with bibliographic Journal There is & hat!-page option that will need to be cut and stapled
information until 6 grade (according to CCSS). Students in 4™ and 5™ In order, or a full-page option that will need to be stapled In order.
grade can easily Include the name of the website they used a3 & way 10 . -
credit sources. Infwrmﬂonll Texts for Life Cycle:
+  For example. with this webste While parents will be asked to send their students with assigned books.
1808/ ‘ students may use ot all students may bring them. Ensure that the students have access
KidZone as their way to credit the source. to books about Ufe cycles. If you'd like to encourage students to bring
Practice searching for websites and how to credit them books. you may give them an incentive for doing so!

shoo Boxes for Diorama:
For the final project. the students will need one shoe box for every 2
students. ENCOUrage students to bring shoe boxes from home. However,
If you notice there are not enough, make sure you track down encugh
boxes!

AAAAAAAAAAAJ AAAAAAAAAAAJ

The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Parent Letter and Invitation
to Keep Parents Involved

vou RE INVITED:! |

o| You are invited to our Life Cycle Fairl Students

ing in fom onal texts and the internet. Your

hld lf cyclei

} possible, ple: asese d your student

this cycle. These books could be fr mh pbl

libra ryth hoollb ry or from home. We will
beg ng the If
you nable t hlphmfnd bookwewll

ma k e there still texts available for you
sludenl to use,

After studei tsh e finished their research, the
tudel tswll adiora aotelrnec eina

shoebo We wll eed
slud s. If you have

e, ple asese nd h em t osch ol by
W wllb displaying
these at our Life Cycle Fai

Please let t me kowfyo u have

wllb showca gth ownlf yl

“ { Location:

Time:

Details:

We Hope to See
You There! :
"R’m’m’m’m

We have included a letter to parents and a Life Cycle
Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and guardians
involved and informed. You can type the dates and your name
right into the letter.
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Differentiated Student
Worksheets to Teach Each
Element of the Research Project

. o2 — Using the Internet for
Using the Table of < . 9
¥ Using the Table of Research

Contents and Index \ C d l d Practice coming up with keywords for the following
) . . Ontents an n ex research questions. Remember: be specific! Think about
Fillin the information about the Table of Contents X ) what it is you'd want to know if you were researching
and the Index in the boxes below. 21 Fillin lhe nformation about the Table of Contents and <

T o the Indexin the boxes below ) 1. What is the state of Florida Like?

TblofContents nsfo nd at the IF i

Using the Table of is ( s e
9 Informational Text

Contents & Index : Features

The table of contents and index are both tools that you f Ui the text features found in informational text is <
will find in informational text. Write each criteria below 'u ial to find the 'D"Nhe yeu 'l need about life cycles. Wv
where it belongs in the Venn Diagram. " / o definiion for each text feature below. You will use this
in the solar system like?
.és ecosystems?

reference while you're dongycum rch

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages understand each element of a research

project in a simple easy to understand way.
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Living Thing Cards J@
Assign a Life Cycle
Student

Pumpkin

5u nﬂower

Mosquito

*

Penguin

3

We have selected 18 living things with unique life cycles
and have included cards spotlighting each of them for you to
print, cut, and mix in a basket. Students will randomly choose

which living thing's life cycle they will research.

Tomato

| XXX R
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Colorful, Educational, & Easy to
Understand L 'Jﬁ Cycle Posters to
Help Inspire Your Students

: B R TN T —— '

Butterfly " | Chicken

The life cycle of a butterfly consists of four different The plant life cycles consists of four main stages o

development: a seed, ge! rmmatlon, seedling, and an The life cycle of a sists of four stages:
stages: egg, larva, pupa, and butterfly. Once the >
caterpillar emerges from the egg and grows big adult plant. An average plant grows best in > egg, hat h ing, chic! k nd h k Af 'emal l h k

enough it forms into a chrysalis (pupa). After about temperatures between 64 to 75'F. } (hen) lays one egg each day for approximat ly twelve
two weeks the caterpillar forms into a beautiful days. It takes approximately 21 days for a chick to
butterfly and emerges from the pupa. hatch from an egg.

L

Grasshopper :

0 > -

G The life cycl of a frog goes through four differ E { The life cycle of a grasshopper consists of three )%
» stages: eggs, tadpole, froglet, and frog. The fogegg < S stages of change: egg. nymph, and adult. A nymph el
" | contain baby fro g s (tadpoles) )wh h hatch in goes through multiple stages of growth before it
three week The tadpoles live in water and beg'n to becomes an adult. This cycle takes approximately
i gow l mlllog(!ogl()The!ogll ontinues | é 6-9 weeks.
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We have created colorful, easy to understand posters to go along
with each of the life cycles. These can be used to help students
think of keywords for their research or to help them with their
dioramas.
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Websites for Life Cycle Research

Kid-Friendly Search Engines:

A
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Chicken:
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We have compiled a list of multiple credible and educational,
safe websites for your students to use to research their assigned
life cycle. This will make the research process easy and direct.
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Multiple %2 Page and Full Sheet
'-tmd@n'fl)eseamchl ournhal Pages
to Reach all Levels of Learners

0
‘
(

When and where does the R
life cycle take [
place?

) BYAVAVAVAVAYAY |
A ), -

MY LIFE CYCLE
RESEARCH JOURNAL

AANANANANANNN N

S This journal belongs to:

What is a life cycle?

Yo XY ¥V V- VY ¥ Y-V

The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering life cycles. We have
also included blank pages to create your own prompts.
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inal Project With Grading Rubric
f Eapyf ssessment of Student
Un dJe, standmng

Life Cycle & Diorama
Report

Life Cycle My Chicken Life Cyc.le Report
Diorama Example
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Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned life cycle and then create a life cycle
diorama. We have included an easy-to-follow grading rubric to
make assessments quick and easy.
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