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Sample
Plans

Sample Unit Outline

Here is a sample unit calendar that you can use as a guide during
the unit. Have students focus on 1-2 questions per day in their
journals as you see fit.
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Unit Preparation

Pages to Copy:

State Cards: These will be put in a basket and drawn out by the
students to assign each pair of students a state. All 52 states
are included with a picture of each one.

Parent Letter: This letter will be sent home on the first day of
the unit. It will inform parents on the unit and ask them to
send their student to school with informational texts about the
United States and their state. It will also inform them about the
State Fair and remind parents when the salt dough maps will
need to be baked.

State Fair Invitation: This is an invitation that will be sent home
with students at the end of the unit to invite their parents to
(he State Fair.

Table of Contents &
Index Mini Lesson

You Will Need:

+ Table of Contents & Index Worksheet

+ Aninformational text that includes a table of contents and index (Any topic will do.
A United States book with large text and pictures would be ideal)

Instructions:

« Have students come to the floor. Tell the students that you will be
showing them how to use two text features that can be found in
informational text. These text features will help them find the
information they are looking for in the text

pen up the book to the table of contents and show it to the class. Ask
the students if they know what this page is called. (Call on students to

important? |
& What is the
Bill of Rights.
and why is it
important?

the United

founded?
What are

My Favorite
Thing about

US. Citizens?

What are
some
symbols of
my state?

What is the
weather like
in my state?

Finish Create salt

Journals | dough maps
Report work | Send home
day for baking

Using the Internet for
Research Mini Lesson

You Will Need:

Using the Interet for Research Worksheet

A computer or tablet that can be projected (on a screen or TV) for the whole class to
view

Instructions:

Have students come to the floor. Tell the students that you will be showing them
how to use the internet for research.
Open up a kid-friendly search engine, such as kidrex orq, Tell students that they will
be using a kid-friendly search engine for their state research. Explain that using a
search engine that is made for kids (rather than Google) will help them search for
information saf
Ask students If they know how to use a search engine. (Call on students to answer)
Ask students if they think they should type in an entire question into the search box.
(Students raise hands if they agree) Tell students that typing an entire question is
not usually the best way to use a search engine. They should use specific keywords
hen searching.
Practice coming up with keywords for searching the following question:
+ Model in search: Who was Abraham Lincoln? (15,600,000 search results on
KidRex)
This is too broad of a question for internet research. Sample keywords could
be: Abraham Lincoln biography (4,590,000 results), Abraham Lincoln
presidency (4,500,000 results), Abraham Lincoln freed slaves (230,000 results),
ham Lincoln birth date (916,000 results), etc.
Tell students that when researching, they should always use more than one source
to ensure the information is accurate. If they find conflcting information between
sources, they should continue to research until a common fact is foun
determined to be accurate. This takes patience, but is an important part of
researching!
Model n seach: China population
forld Factbook states that Chinas population is 1,379,302,771 (as of July
2017 Worldemoterssatesthat Chin's population s 1416.003277 fand
increasing, as this is a live counter). World Population Review states that
China's population is 1.416,899,661 (as of October 31, 2018).
e L e e b o e
indicating that the number is as of the date
Hand out the Using the Intemet for Research oreahens Wall around and asist
students as answer the questions. Check for their understanding as they work If they
need additional assistance, you can review the information again as a class.
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Presentation &
State Fair

You Will Need:
+ Completed reports and state salt dough maps

Presentaf
Students will present their salt dough maps to the class. The
partners will tell the class some facts about their state. This is
an informal presentation, so students do not need to read their
report word for word, but they may use it as a guide. Both
students should be involved in the presentation!

State Fair:
The state fair is a great way for students to share their hard
work with other classes in their grade, as well as their parents.
At least a few days before the fair, send home the invitation to
parents inviting them to attend. Have students display their
state salt dough maps on their desk and stand behind them to
answer any questions about their map. Depending on the
layout of the desks, you may move them around a bit to make
it more accessible for those attending the fair to walk around.
First, invite a few other classes to attend the fair. The other
classes can walk around and see the maps and ask questions.
This will be before the parents arrive as a practice run.
After the classes are finished, the student’s parents will arrive at
the time on the invitation. The parents will be able to walk
around and see their child's hard work as well as the rest of the
class. This is a great way to get parents involved in their
student’s class!
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answer) Then tell the students that this page is called the table of

the table of contents is a short, 1-2 page
s found in the book. Show the students how it is
1 in the order that the information is found in.

e broad topics that are covered in the book.
e is a broad topic they would like to find in this
udents and choose one that is relevant. Model
jsing the table of contents. Then ask the students
20w about the table of contents.
\ the end and show the students the index. Ask
lem know what it is called. Explain that it is

t the index has many pages. It has descriptions of
ics that can be found in the book. Show the.
d in ABC order.
e is a specific topic they would like to find in this

dents and choose one that is relevant. Model
sing the index. Then ask the students to tell you
the index

ontents & Index worksheet. Walk around and
fill out the Venn Diagram. Check for their
work.If they need additional assistance, you can
again as a class.
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The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could

implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Darent Letter and Invitatio
to Keep Parents Involved arde

Informed
...Q...O...’Q.Q.Q.....QO......O.

Dear Parent/Guardian, YOU'RE INVITED!

We are starting a new unit about the United You are invited to our State Fair!
States. Students will begin researching the United Students will be showcasing their own salt dough
States and an assigned state using informational maps created using their research.
text. Your child's state is . If Information is below!
possible, please send your student with a book about Date:
this state, as well as a book about the United States
of America. These books could be from the public N
library, the school library, or from home. We will Location:
begin using the texts on . If you are
unable to help them find a book, we will make sure
there are still texts available for your student to use..

After students have finished their research, they
will create a salt dough map of their state. Students
will be shaping the maps in class and bringing them
home to bake for 2 hours at 200°. They will be sent
home on and will need to be
returned by . We will be dlsplaylng
these at our State Fair on Q

Please let me know if you have @R-—<<I< i . We Hope
any questions! - Y . o 5 to see You
' ¢ There!

We have included a letter to parents and a State
Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and guardians
involved and informed. You can type the dates and your name
right into the letter.
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.IC....!.O..O,QCO.’.C.....O..O!..CO.

Name . Name:

Using the Table of Examine the

Using the Table of Contents & Index
Contents and Index Th tableof content and inear both tols tat you tis impo :rﬁbf,i‘?,ff?ﬂte?fs
a bel

will find in frmt lt twt low
Fill in the infc ti bout the Table of Content: understand the informa mnwlh the text. Examine the Table of
ill in the information about the Table of Contents wh e it belongs in the Veni D gam ndl answer the auestio blw

and the Index in the boxes below.

All About Bats

Name:

. Informational Text
Using the Table of Features
Contents and Index Undertandingth text etures ound

e about the United
Fillin the information about the Table of Contents and ates. Wi t feature below. You wil nd information about
the Index in the boxes below. Lo loing your research.

12

he Table of Contents is found at the e o aviec : u find on page 5?
of the book. 5
~Wll[The Table of Contents is
long.

the index on?

r?

It is used to

he Index is found at the
of the book.

Photos:

The Index is

long. | ! Captions:
It is used to | ! Graphs/Charts:

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project

in a simple easy to understand way.
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tudent to

Q.....QQ.Q...QQQQ.....QQ.Q...QQQ
’ l | J

South ennessee rt North Dakota Missouri
Dakota

Oklahoma

We have created cards spotlighting each of the 50 states for you
to print, cut, and mix in a basket. Students will randomly choose
which state they will research.
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What is the Constitution and

MY UNITED STATES why is it important to the U.S.? MY UNITED
RESEARCH JOURNAL STATES

NV OF AMERICA

This journal gz
belongs to: 7

RESEARCH

What do | already knc
the United Stat

How was the United States
founded?

The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering their state. We have
also included blank pages to create your own prompts.
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Final Project With Grading Rubric
for Easy Assessment of Student
Understanding
......QQ.... .Q.Q......QQQQIOQOO.

Name:

Salt Dough Map & Salt Dough M S
State Report - Ex:umgple ap My State Report

‘You Will Need:

.+ salt

+ Flour

-+ Water

+ Aluminum foil
Paints

Salt Dough Recipe:

« Mix 1 cup salt per 2 cups flour. Gradually stir in 1 cup of water per
batch. Knead dough for 5 minutes. You will need approximately one
batch per student (can be made all at oncel

Directions:
Give students aluminum foil. Then give e Name:

dough.
+  Student: L sh: he d h to look liki
2 Mot oniy il stionts wat e Gough Grading Rubric ; My State Report

the texture as well For example, if there i
should show on the map it should be inc
- When students are finished, they should t
Will need to be baked at 200" for approxi 10 7 5
It dough 150 air dry, but this can t
e L4 e £edadiest ek Salt dough map | Salt dough map | Salt dough map | Salt dough map
maps can be thick. :
: may ot is incomplete or
+ Once the maps are dried out, students my e b
will need to put their maps in a safe placi assigned state. | assigned stateor | Student may
assigned state. |  Studentmay | the studentmay | have had
Directions were | have had some have had behavior issues
followed while | minor troubles | behaviorissues | with the salt
using salt dough. | with salt dough.. |  with the salt dough.
dough

sme Report:
Students will use the information theyve
report about their state. They should inclt
the state section of their research journal,

« Ifyou would like, students may also includ
United States research in addition to the

*  Students will write their rough drafts on rf The student The student The studenthad | The student had
will peer ediit their papers (or you may ed participated mostly some problems | major problems

their final draft on the State Report Page icipated | with participation | with participation
throughout the | and/or teamwork. |~ and teamwork. e
ol . © WieTeacherMommy.com, All Rights Reserved

Salt Dough State Map

problems.

Participation &
Teamwork

Total Points: / 50 points

Notes:
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Students will complete their fmal project by writing a report
about their assigned state and then create a salt dough map.
We have included an easy-to-follow grading rubric to make
assessments quick and easy.
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