Other Text Features
Mini Lesson

ures Worksheet
al text for at least every 2 students

Table of Contents &

her Text Features worksheet. Have students get oyt

Index Mini Lesson

You Will Need:

Dear Parent/Guardian,

. An informational tex; We are starting a new unit about %
topic will do). Students will begin researching using informational
O I texts and the internet. Your chi!d's assigned topic is
_" Have students cr“:’“‘; contents and ¢ If po;gb[ei please send your
showing :':;‘text ut this topic. These books
informat Fill in the information about the Table o c library, the school library, or
and the Index in the boxes below. in using the texts on
— L - Ifyou are unable to help them
contents. - L5 W E| i e i find a book, we will make sure there are still texts

tudent: o
Show the studen i available for your student to use.

After students have finished their research, the
students will complete a hands-on project.

We will need

We will be displaying these at our End of Unit Fair on
_

Please let me know if you have any questions!
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Sample Unit Outline & Lesson
Plans for Easy Planning

Table of Contents &
Index Mini Lesson

u Will Need:
+ Table of Contents & Index Workshee!

Unit Preparation

Pages to Copy:

+ Topic Cards: These will be put in a basket and d
Students to assign each pair of studen

jects can also be done Individually

+ Bimotl ttes Thstin wil be et home onthe fioe deyof e uri

Sample Unit Outline

Hera is 3 sample unit calendar that you can use as a quide during the unit.
\Have students focus on 1-2 questions per day in their journals
fit

M

w Th F

it o s 3 2l ofconters and i any
T W - R e e it
etter Online and . nlents & Index Worksheet: To be used with the Table of Showdng thém o taic fu hat can be found in
Lesson ¥ o whth the Ortee Yo £ +  Open the book to the Table of Contents and show it to the class. Ask

i et
+ Using the Internet for Research Worksheet: To be used with the Using

the students If they know what this page Is called. (Call on students to
answer) Then tell the students that this page is called the table of

the Internet for Research Mini Lesson ks
+ Einding Credible & Reliable Sources Worksheet To be used with the + Show the students that the table of contents Is 8 she "

- Finding Creibl & ReabieSource and Citng the Source Wi Lesson rsssdindeerisbindp b sgilonind b G Lo SR
. }Ex‘:; Suslens wik roed » copy of (s fourmal, soried u, Page number in the order tha formation Is fou

There s a hall-page

it nood to b cut and stapled in order,
(ol od i

on that will need to bo

‘exts for the Assigned Research!
L be asked to send their

ts may bring them. Ensure that the

it the assigned topic. If you'd like to «

ou may give th

5. Thon ask the students
nts

Using the Internet for
Research Mini Lesson S

You Will Need:
- Aco
whole class to view

= Other Text Features
Mini Lesson

n an incentive for d

thatthe ndex has many peges. K hes descriptorsof
topics that can be found in the book. Sh

ABC order.

specific topic they .
ents and chor relevant. Model
e index. Then ask the students to tell you
lout the index.

1 of Cantents & index worksheet Walk around and
ey fill out Diagram. Check

Iney wiork n-w need additional assistance, you can
tion again as a class.

delIDmvam

a:
= students will need

You Will Need:
Fir Other Text Features Worksheet
dions An informational text for at least every 2 students

o V) for the ane th

Finish Report work
jewrnats day

struc

ns: nstructions:
ut the Other Text Features works Haves

Report work
ey Theie Infomationat textsfor reference

com to the foor.Tell the studnts that you wil be showing tham

how 10 Use the internet for research.

. L.cnupund frndsyseach smgine,sich s Kdigaars 1ol
ko h topic

rathar than Googll v

that they wi

©vnieiesc Review each of the following text features as a class. For each word, tell
the students the definition and write it on the board. The students wil
n on their worksheet. The
ture in their books before ek sudents f ey
tions are as follows: (Stdents raise hands i m,., Soree) T .wmwu yping e
ot usually the best way 1 se 8 search angine. Ty Shouls uso sPacHE Kaywords
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coming up wi + searching the fol
ot search: Whs was Abraan Lo

eyl d g gl
ingiex: Alphabetical st of specific topics in the book. Tells you the
page number.
Glossary A tool to define words used in the book
Tiles Lots you know what a book or chapter i calle

o Lets you know what the nex + section wil be about

5 you exactly what something In the text looks lke.

Caniions & deserpion undamesth  phate ah.or chas that
explains what is shown.
GraphsiCharts: Help you understand what the text s telling

oad of & que e bewordsco
y (4.590,000 et A ol

s Uncain howd e (255,000 esuls

o one source

Special Prnt; Text that is in bold, italics, or underlined is meant to
stand out from the rest of the text

In this Case, students would b

indicating that the numbar i

+ Hand out the Using the Inteme for Reserch wort

students s they answer the a
they need sddinar

The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Parent Letter and Invitation
to Keep Parents Involved and
Informed

Dear Parent/Guardian, YOU'RE INVITED!

You are invited to our End of Unit Fair!
Students will be showcasing their
own research projects.
Information is below!

We are starting a new unit about :
Students will begin researching using informational
texts and the internet. Your child’s assigned topic is

. If possible, please send your
student with a book about this topic. These books
could be from the public library, the school library, or Date:
from home. We will begin using the texts on

. If you are unable to help them "
find a book, we will make sure there are still texts Location:
available for your student to use.

After students have finished their research, the Time:
students will complete a hands-on project.

We will need Details:

We will be displaying these at our End of Unit Fair on

We Hope to See
You There!

Please let me know if you have any questions!

Reserved

We have included a letter to parents and an End of Unit
Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and guardians
involved and informed. You can type the dates and your name
right into the letter.
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Differentiated Student Worksheets
to Teach Each Element of the
Research Project

Name:—— Name: %
i Examine the Using the Table of
Using the Table of R RIS TR AER

Contents and Index The table of contents and index are both tools that you

will find in informational text. Write each criteria below
Fill in the information about the Table of Contents
and the Index in the boxes below.

where it belongs in the Venn Diagram.

]
nte® I’
of COT —— Ingq,
- All About Bats qab\e ) x
TR R PSR Bat Food 2
LS DO OR Bat Babies 4
forre e Bat Homes 5
E— Predators 8
Index 12
T . N Name:
d - e Usingthelntemeatifor = Informational Text
2 book
} Using the Table of Research g
d on page Practice coming up with keywords for the following n Features
P Contents and Index research questions. Remember: be specific! Think about Understanding the text features found in informational text is
index on? what it is you'd want to know if you were researching. crucial to find the information you'll need about your research
> Fill in the information about the Table of Contents and ’:b'g;" topic. Write the definition for each text feature below. You will use
r—— 7$ the Index in the boxes below. e ——— this as a reference while you're doing your researcl
: - of Content
[The Table of Contents is foundatthe [ @ —— — —
of the book. = = — — B
The Table of Contents is
2. What are tornados? Glossary:
long.
It is used to Tites
IThe Index is found at the 3. What are the planets in the solar system like? Fisacing!
of the book. e
The Index is — — —
long. Captions:
- 4, Where are the world's ecosystems?
It is used to Graphs/Charts:
Spo
rved = o s Reserved.

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project

in a simple easy to understand way.
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Editable Topic Cards to
Randomly Assign a Topic to
Each Student to Research

ﬁ
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We have created cards for you to use to spotlight each research
topic. All you need to do is edit the text boxes. Then you will
print, cut, and mix in a basket. Students will randomly choose
which topic they will research.
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Multiple 2 Page and Full Sheet
Student Research Journal Pages
to Reach all Levels of Learners

MY RESEARCH MY RESEARCH
JOURNAL JOURNAL

This journal belongs to: This journal belongs to:

The student research journal pages are completely editable

using Adobe Reader. We have made it easy to add your own

questions and prompts to each page, centered around your
chosen research unit theme.
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Final Project With Grading Rubric
for Easy Assessment of Student
Understanding

Project & Report

You Will Need:

- One shoe box for every 2 students

«  Colored paper

-+ Markers

«  Anyother craft items desired to create project

Diorama/Model Directions:
Students will create a diorama/model of their topic inside of a shoebox.
They will create their diorama and include their researched topic.

+  They will use colored paper, markers, or whatever other materials are
available to create their diorama.

Model/Diorama Report:
+ Students will use the information to write a short report about their
research topic. They will write two paragraphs: one about their
diorama/model and one about their research topic.
The dicrama paragraph will answer the diorama questions from their
journals. They should include one sentence for each topic
The research topic paragraph will answer the questions from their
journals. They should include one sentence for each topic
Students will write their rough draft on regular lined paper. Students
will peer edit their papers (or you may edit them). Then they will write
their final draft on the My Report & Diorama Report page from this
document.

© WiteTescherMommy.com, AllRights Reserved

Presentation & Fair

You Will Need:
- Completed reports and project

Presentation:

+ Students will present their project to the class. The partners will tell the
class some facts about their topic. This is an informal presentation, so
students do not need to read their report word for word, but they may
use it as a guide. Both students should be involved in the presentation!

r

The fair is a great way for students to share their hard work with other
classes in their grade, as well as their parents.

At least a few days before the fair, send home the invitation to parent
inviting them to attend. Have students display their project on their desk
and stand behind them to answer any questions about their topic and
project. Depending on the layout of the desks, you may move them
around a bit to make it more accessible for those attending the fair to
walk around

First. invite a few other classes to attend the fair. The other classes can
walk around and see the decorations and ask questions. This will be
before the parents arrive as a practice run.

After the classes are finished, the student’s parents will arrive at the time
on the Invitation. The parents will be able to walk around and see their
child's hard work as well as the rest of the class. This is a great way

get parents involved in their student’s class!
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Grading Rubric

10

7

5

Research

The student
answers each
thoroughly in
their journal

The student

information

The student

information.

Diorama

ipation
& Teamwork

The student has
ided

They include all
required
information.

Diorama is
complete,
creative, and
resembles the
assigned topic

The student

problems with
teamwork

The student has
included
information
from maost
pages of their

information.

Diorama is

The student has | The student has.
include
minimal
information
about their
research topic or
did not
enough writing. | complete the
report.

Diorama may Diorama is

compl
not dene.

The student had | The student had
some problems | major problems
with with
participation participation
andjor and teamwor
teamwork

Total Points:

/50 ponts
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Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned topic and then create a hands-on
model/diorama. We have included an easy-to-follow grading
rubric to make assessments quick and easy.
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