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Sample Unit Outline & Less
Plans for Easy Planning

Unit Preparation

Pages to Copy:

+ Holiday Info Pages: Each holiday has a one-page information
page to help your students get started with their research. The
page includes a brief overview of the holiday and labeled clip
art images depicting important parts of the holiday.

Holiday Cards: These will be put in a basket and drawn out by
the students to assign each pair of students a holiday.

Parent Letter: This letter will be sent home on the first day of
the unit. It will inform parents on the unit. It will also inform
them about the Holiday Fair.

Holidays Around the World Fair Invitation: This is an invitation
that will be sent home with students at the end of the unit to
invite their parents to the Holiday Fair.

Using the Internet for Research Worksheet: To be used with the
Using the Internet for Research Mini Lesson.

Finding Credible & Reliable Sources Worksheet: To be used
with the Finding Credible & Reliable Sources and Citing the
Source Mini Lesson.

Winter Holidays Around the World Research Journal: Each
student will need a copy of this journal. There is a half-page
option that will need to be cut and stapled in order, or a full-
page option that will need to be stapled in order.

Sample Unit Outline

Here is a sample unit calendar that you can use as a guide during the unit.
Your unit may differ depending on your own schedule and which journal
version you choose to use. Have students focus on 1-2 questions per day in
their journals as you see fit.

M T w Th F

Assign Using the Finding Students What do |
partners Internet for Credible & | put together
Research Reliable Jjournals
Draw Lesson Sources the holiday?
holiday Online and Catch up
Citing the
Send parent Source
letter Lesson

Who How did the | What are What are What are
celebrates holiday some some some foods

the holiday? begin? important important enjoyed
details traditions during the

When is the about the during the holiday?
holiday holiday? holiday?
celebrated?

What kind What are How is the Some My favorite
of some holiday interesting | thing about
decorations important different facts about | the holiday
are used symbols from other | the holiday is..
during the | used during ‘winter are..
holiday? the holiday? holidays? Send home
The same? parent invite

Finish Report work Work on Finish up Present to
Jjournals day decoration decoration class
and report
Report work Holidays

day Around the
World Fair

Websites for Research:

« Itis encouraged that you have students use kid-friendly search
engines, such as kidrex.org or kiddle.co.
Websites for research are included in this file if you'd like to
provide your students with the sources rather than having
them research with a search engine. Each holiday has six
website sources. It works best to provide them to your students
via a class blog/website so they can click and go.
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The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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YOU’'RE INVITED!

You are invited to our Holidays Around the
World Fair! Students will be showcasing their
own holiday decorations created using their

research. Information is below!

Date:
Location:
Time:

Details:
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We are starting a new research unit about
the winter holidays around the world. Students
} will begin researching an assigned holiday using
the internet. Your child’s holiday is

After students have finished their research,
they will create a decoration that represents
} their holiday. Students will be creating their
decoration in class with their partner. If there
are any supplies that they would like to bring
} fromn home to use for their decoration, please
send these in by . The
} decorations will be on display
at our Holidays Around the World Fair

on

} Please let me know if you have any
questions!

We have included a letter to parents and a Holidays Around the
World Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and
guardians involved and informed. You can type the dates and

your name right into the letter.
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Informational Text Using the Internet for
Features ] Research

Practice coming up with keywords for the following
research questions. Remember: be specific! Think about
what it is you'd want to know if you were researching.

1. What is the state of Florida like?

3. What are the planets in the solar system like?

. Where are the world’s ecosystems?
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Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project

in a simple easy to understand way.
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France
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Christmas in
Australia

Christmas in
Mexico

i

Christmas in ?

Italy

they will research.

We have selected 12 holidays and have included cards
spotlighting each of them for you to print, cut, and mix in a
basket. Students will randomly choose which holiday
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One of the biggest celebrations is St. Lucia's Day on ‘ elebrated f rom December 12t
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December 25% and end their celebratiol al
with Twenti (hD ay Yul l

decorations: luminaria,
papel picado, & poinsettia
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We have created colorful, easy to understand posters to go along
with each of the holidays. These can be used to help students
think of keywords for their research or to help them with their

holiday decorations and report.
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Credible Website Lists
You and Your Students

the Research Process
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Websites for Holiday Research 4

Kid-Friendly Search Engines:
www kidrex.org
Chinese New Year:

www .kids kiddle.co/Chinese

New_Year

Christmas in Mexico:
T -
www tripsavy.com/three-

www.kiddle.co

www.chinesenewyears.info
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www littlepassports.com/blo
alworld-holidays/mexican- . .
Websites for Holiday Research
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Christmas in Italy:

Websites for Holiday Research

Kwanzaa:

www kidsgen.com/events/di
wali/

= ol
days/us/kwanzaa

= 7
a

www.ducksters.com/holiday
slkwanzaaphp

www.britannica.com/topic/
Kwanzaa

www.whychristmas com/cus
toms/kwanzaa.shtml

www.holidays mrdonn.ora/k

wanzaa.html

Hanul

Ramadan:

traditions-in-italy-1547262

Christmas in Germany:
™

Ad-t

germany.html

m/christ

mas/worldxmas/germanyhtm

www.whychristmas.com/cul
tures/germany.shtml

ri

www christmasfm.com/christm
as-around-world ggvmgny[

www timeanddate.com/holiday

www.deutschland.de/en/topic/li

fe/how-germany-

s/germany/christmas-day

christmas

www.kids.kiddle.co/Hanukk

ah

www kids kiddle.co/Ramada

n

www timeanddate.com/holi
days/us/ramadan-begins

Christmas in Americg

Christmas

in France:

www.dkfindout.com/us/mor
e-find-out/festivals-and-
holidays/hanukkah/

www .kids.nationalgeograph
ic.com/explore/history/rama

dan/

wwwi.softschools com/facts/

holidays/ramadan_facts/158
S/

www.theholidayspot.com/c
hristmas/worldxmas/ushtm

www.myjewishlearning.com

www kiddyhouse.com/Ram
adan/

www.britannica.com/topic/

Ramadan

tures/usa.shtml

[article/hanukkah-101/ ||

Christmas

in Sweden:

www.uk.usembassy.gov/am

ericans-celebrate-christmas-

with-many-traditions/

www.theholidayspot.com/c
hristmas/worldxmas/france.
htm

www.bbce co.uk/languages/c
hristmas/french/

www euroclubschoolscouk/

www.whychristmas.com/cul
tures/france.shtml

page4l.htm

www timeanddate.com/holi
days/france/christmas-day
www primaryfacts com/809

www.whychristmas.com/cul

tures/sweden.shtml

www.sweden.se/culture-
traditions/christmas/

days/sweden/christmas-day

www.timeanddate.com/holi

a_Day

Christmas i

n Australia:

3 " holi
days/australia/christmas-day

jons/christmas-

christmas-

world-traditions/christmas-
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We have compiled a list of multiple credible and educational,
safe websites for your students to use to research their assigned
holiday. This will make the research process easy and direct.
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What kind of decorations are
used during

WINTER HOLIDAYS WINTER
AROUND THE WORLD HOLIDAYS
RESEARCH JOURNA AROUND THE
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How is

What are some in to other winter holidays?

. H e H |

How is different
from other winter holidays?

Y YYVYYVYVYVYVYYY
o A A A A A AL AL

The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering each holiday. We have
also included blank pages to create your own prompts.
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Final Projec V\IlJ’chGJ ading Rubric
for Easy Assessment of Stu dJ nt
UI dJe, rstanding

4 o . YRR
Sy al
Ll _s ]

o

W N W W W W W W oW W oW Wt

Holiday Decoration &
Report

Holiday Decorations:

+ One of the pieces of infcrmation that students will be
researching is decor tions used for their holiday. As a final
piece of their unit, stude ts will create a decoration that

repl ese Lsthe holi day
St n bring in supplies from home if the) yf el
someth gth at isn't supplied would b efit their creation. This
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Holiday Decoration I?radq’\g Ru? = 5
Examples

Holiday
Research

missing some.
information.

The student
must be something that is student created and n tJ just store has included
bought by the student. e

You Will Need:

+ Construction paper
+ Coloring supplies

* Glue

+ Scissors

Holiday Report

Wlnter Holiday Repor!
Students will use the information they've collected to write
short report al bo t their holiday. They should include allof the
h j

Holiday

h drafts on regular lined paper.
Students will peer edit their papers (or you may edit the m).
Then they will write their final draft on the Holiday Report
page from this document.

& Teamwork Decoration

Participation

Total Points: ____ /50 points

z
3
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Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned holiday and then create a holiday
decoration model. We have included an easy-to-follow grading
rubric to make assessments quick and easy.
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