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Unit Outline & Lesson Plans
for Easy Planning
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Finding Credible &
Reliable Sources Online
and Citing the Source
Mini Lesson

You Will Need:
Finding Credible & Reliable Sources Online Worksheet
A computer or tablet that can be projected (on a screen or TV)
for the whole class to view

nstructions:
Hand out the Finding Credible & Reliable Sources Online
worksheet.
Discuss the contents of the worksheet with students. Each tip
included on the worksheet will help students with their online

Tell students that including what sources they use for their
research s important to give credit to the author. (Depending
on the grade level of your class, you may choose how you'd like
student to credit sources differently)
Students are not expected to credit sources with bibliographic
information until 6 grade (according to CCSS). Students in 41"
and 5% grade can easily include the name of the website they
used as a way to credit sources.
* For example, with this website
htps: kidzone ws/planets/ students may use
KidZone as the way to credit the source.
Practice searching for websites and how to crediit them
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Unit Preparation

Pages to Copy:
Planet Cards: These will be put in a basket and drawn out by
the students to assign each pair of students a planet. All &
planets are included with a picture of each one.
Parent Letter, This letter will be sent home on the first day of
the unit. It will inform parents on the unit and ask them to
send their student to school with informational texts about the
solar system. It will also inform them about
request that they send newspapers the week the students will
be doing paper mache.
Invitation: This is an invitation that will be sent
home with students at the end of the unit to invite their
parents to the Planet Fair.
Table of Contents & Index Worksheet: To be used with the
Table of Contents & Index Mini Lesson
Other Text Features Worksheet: To be used with the Other Text

this journal The students will cut ¢
 the books together.

the planet fair and
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Finding Credible &
Reliable Sources Online

Understanding if the websites you find through a search

engine are credible and reliable is crucial online research.

Use the tips below to help you ensure that the websites
you use have good information that you can use for your
research

Eacts vs, Opinions: When reading the information on a
website, does the author provide only facts? If opinions
are included in the information on the website, it may
not be a reliable source for informational research
Copyright/Last Updated: Look for the website's copyright
{usually at the bottom of the webpage) or when it was
last updated. This will tell you how current the
information is. While historical facts may not change,
other information about a subject may update overtime.
Errors: A pi website that
is meant for informing the reader about a topic will be
free of spelling and grammatical errors. If a website has a
ot of errors, choose a new source:
Community Created Content: Websites like Wikipedia
are not necessarily credible sources. Anyone can edit the
information on the website.
Adventising; Does the website contain a lot of ads?
Websites that contain a lot of ads on the sides of or
within the content are typically commercial based
websites. This means they are looking for reader to click
the ads so they can make money. The information on
their website may not be reliable.
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The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Parent Letter and Invitation
to Keep Parents Involved
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YOU'RE INVITED! p

You are invited to our Planet Fair! Students will
be showecasing their own planet models created
using their research. Information is below!

Dear Parent/Guardian,

We are starting a new unit about the solar
system. Students will begin researching the solar
system and an assigned planet using informational
text. Your child’s planet is
. If possible, please send
your student with a book about this planet as well as
a book about the solar system. These books could be
from the public library, from the school library, or
from home. We will begin using the texts on

. If you are unable to help
them find a book, we will make sure there are still
texts available for your student to use.

Date:
Location:
Time:

After students have finished their research, they Details:

will create a model of their planet using paper
mache. We will need a lot of newspapers for this, so
if you have any you do not need, feel free to send
them to school. We will be working on our planet
models the week of . We will
display these at our Planet Fair on

We Hope to
See You

Please let me know if you have any questions! . -
There!
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We have included a letter to parents and a Planet Fair invitation
to help keep your students’ parents and guardians involved and
informed. You can type the dates and your name right into
the letter.
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Differentiated Student
Worksheets to Teach Each

Element of the Research Project
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Examine the .
Using the Table of
Table of Contents Contents ahid Thdasx

} Fill in the information about the Table of Contents and
the Index in the boxes below.

Name:

Using the Table of
Contents and Index

Fill in the information about the Table of Contents
and the Index in the boxes below.

All About Bats
of the book.
Sji ;oa%?es The Table of Contents is
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Informational Text i io Using the Internet for ‘ Using the Table of
Features Research Contents & Index
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Graphs/Charts:

Special Print;

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project

in a simple easy to understand way.
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Planet Cards to Randomly
Assign a Planet to Each
Student
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We have selected 8 planets and have included cards
spotlighting each of them for you to print, cut, and mix in a
basket. Students will randomly choose which planet they will
research.
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Multiple 2 Page and Full Sheet
Student Research Journal Pages

to Reach all Levels of Learners
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How big is the solar system?
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ASTRONAUT
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The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering planets and the solar
system. We have also included blank pages to create your
own prompts.
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Final Project With Grading Rubric
for Easy Assessment of Student
Understanding
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Grading Rubric

My Planet Report
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Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned planet and then create a planet model. We
have included an easy-to-follow grading rubric to make
assessments quick and easy.
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