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Unit Outline & Lesson Plans
for Easy Planning
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Sample Unit Outline

Here is a sample unit calendar that you can use as a guide during the unit
Your unit may differ depending on your own schedule. Have students focus
n 1-2 questions per day in their journals as you see fit.
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Students put
together

drawn out by the students to assign each pair of students an
ancient civilization.

Parent Letter: This letter will be sent home on the first day of
the unit. It will_inform parents on the unit and ask them to
send their student to school with informational texts about

You Will Need:
+ Table of Contents & Index Worksheet
An informational text that includes a table of contents and index (Any topic willdo,
‘An ancient civlizations book with large text and pictures would be ideal)

Instructions:
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ancient civilizations. It will also inform them about the Ancient
imemetTor | Crocibios Chvilizations Fair.
Send parent Research Reliable Ancient Civilizations Fair Invitation: This is an invitation that will
Lesson Sources e sent home with students a the end of th unt to Invte
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Table of Contents & Index Mini Lesson.

traditions Other Text Featurss Worksheet: To be used with the Other Text

Features Mini Les:

Uswnq the Intemet for Research
Research Mini Les,

Have students come to the floor. Tell the students that you will be
showing them how to se two text features that can be found in
informational text. These text features will help them find the
information they are looking for in the text.
Open the book to the table of contents and show it to the class. Ask the
students if they know what this page is called. (Call on students to
answer) Then tell the students that this page is called the table of
contents,
Show the students that the table of contents is a short, 1-2 page
description of the topics found in the book Show the students how it is
sorted by page number in the order that the Information s found n

he broad topics that are covered in the book.
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Finding Credible &
Reliable Sources Online
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A computer (on a screen or V) for engine are credible and reliable is crucial online research.
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+ Facts vs. Opinions: When reading the information on a
website, does the author provide only facts? If opinions
are included in the information on the website, it may
not be a reliable source for informational research

+ Copyright/Last Updated: Look for the website's copyright

(usually at the bottom of the webpage) or when it was

arch engine. (Call on students to answer)
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foL in search: Who was Abraham Lincoln? (15,600,000 search results on
Kidnod
This is too broad of a question for intemet research. Sample keywords could

last updated. This will tell you how current the
information is. While historical facts may not change,
other information about a subject may update overtime,

be: Abraham Lincoln biography (4.590000

results), Abraham Lincoln

Errors: A pi website that
is meant for informing the reader about a topic will be
free of spelling and grammatical errors. If a website has a
ot of errors, choose a new source.

+ Community Created Content: Websites like Wikipedia
are not necessarily credible sources. Anyone can edit the
information on the website.

Advertising: Does the website contain a lot of ads?
Websites that contain a lot of ads on the sides of or
within the content are typically commercial based

Han ot Using ine e o Reserc woraheet Wotaround and s websites. This means they are looking for reader to click

work f they the ads so they can make money. The information on

their website may not be reliable.

presidency (4500000 results), Abraham Lincoln freed slaves (230,000 results),

determined to be accurate. This takes patience, but is an Important part of
researching:
fode in search: China population
The World Factbook states that China's population is 1379.302,771 (as of July
2017, Wordometes sates that China's populatin s 1416503277 (and
3 live counter]. World Population Review states that
16

e acdionst

You can review the
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The unit sample outline gives you an idea of how you could
implement the unit into your schedule. (However, feel free to
implement the activities however you see fit!) We have included
lesson plans to prep your students for their research projects.
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Parent Letter and Invitation
to Keep Parents Involved
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We have included a letter to parents and an Ancient Civilization
Fair invitation to help keep your students’ parents and guardians
involved and informed. You can type the dates and your name
right into the letter.
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Differentiated Student
Worksheets to Teach Each

Element of the Research Project
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3. What are the planets in the solar system like?

e are the world's ecosystems?

Differentiated student worksheets are included for each
mini lesson. We have created these worksheets to help your
students of all ages learn each element of a research project

in a simple easy to understand way.
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Ancient Civilization Cards to
Randomly Assign a
Civilization to Each Student

We have selected 8 ancient civilizations and have included cards
spotlighting each of them for you to print, cut, and mix in a
basket. Students will randomly choose which civilization they
will research.
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Multiple 2 Page and Full Sheet
Student Research Journal Pages

to Reach all Levels of Learners
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The student research journal pages include differentiated pages
of research prompts for students covering ancient civilizations.
We have also included blank pages to create your
own prompts.
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Final Project With Grading Rubric
for Easy Assessment of Student
Understanding
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Civilization Model &
Ancient Civilization
Report

You Will Need:

+ Construction paper
+ Coloring supplies
+ Glue

+ Scissors

Civilization Model Directions:
+ One of the pieces of information that students will be
g is important from their

ancient civilization. As a final piece of their unit, students will
create a model of a building or piece of architecture from their
civilization.

+ Students can bring in supplies from home if they feel
something that isn't supplied would benefit their creation.

Ancient Civilization Report:

+ Students will use the information they found while researching
to write a short report about their ancient civilization. They
should include all the information from their research journal.

+ Students will write their rough draft on regular lined paper.
Students will peer edit their papers (or you may edit them).
Then they will write their final draft on the My Ancient
Civilization Report page from this document

Name:

My Ancient Civilization Report

Name:

My Ancient Civilization Report

Students will complete their final project by writing a report
about their assigned civilization and then create a model. We
have included an easy-to-follow grading rubric to make

assessments quick and easy.
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